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PRISON  LABOR  IN  THE  PARTY  PLATFORMS 

OF  1911-1912 


I 


WILSON  (DEMOCRATIC)  CAMPAIGN  PLATFORM. 

(Social  Service  Record  issued  by  Frank  Walsh,  Chairman) 

“A  law  has  been  passed  by  New  Jersey  during  the  term  of  Governor 
Wilson  abolishing  contract  labor  by  inmates  of  prisons ; providing  that 
as  many  such  inmates  as  possible  be  employed  in  agricultural  ])Ui- 
suits,  and  in  horticulture  and  floriculture,  and  when  not  so  employed 
such  inmates  to  be  employed  in  the  manufacture  or  production  of  goods 
and  articles  used  by  State,  County  and  ^Municipal  departments,  and  insti- 
tutions. This  law  struck  down  the  iniquitous  contract  labor  system  and 
unfair  competition  between  prison  and  free  labor  with  one  blow,  llie 
law  also  contains  the  wise  and  humane  provision  that  a portion  of  the 
earnings  of  such  inmates  shall  be  paid  to  their  dependent  wdves,  chil- 
dren and  parents,  such  payments  to  be  made  under  supervision  of 
Bureaus  of  Associated  Charities  or  Charity  Organization  Societies  within 
the  district  wdiere  such  dependents  may  reside.” 

NATIONAL  PROGRESSIVE  PLATFORM. 

"The  supreme  duty  of  the  national  government  is  the  conservation 
of  human  resources  through  an  enlarged  measure  of  social  and  industrial 
justice.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  w'ork  unceasingly  in  state  and  nation 
for : . . . 

'‘The  abolition  of  the  convict  contract  labor  system;  substituting  a 
system  of  prison  production  for  governmental  consumption  only,  and  the 
application  of  prisoners'  earnings  to  the  supjiort  of  their  dependent 
families.” 

SOCIALIST  PLATFORM. 

“We  demand  the  conservation  of  human  resources,  particularly  of 
the  lives  and  w'ell-being  of  the  workers  and  their  families:  . . . 

"By  the  co-operative  organization  of  the  industries  in  the  federal 
penitentiaries  for  the  benefit  of  the  convicts  and  their  dependents.” 

“Bv  forbidding  the  interstate  transportation  of  the  products  of  child 
labor,  of  convict  labor  and  of  all  uninspected  factories  and  mines.’ 


/ 


ALABAMA. 

Socialist  Party. 

"The  at.K)lition  of  the  convict  lease  system,  and  the  employment  of 
the  convicts  of  the  State  in  producing  their  food,  clothing  and  other  neces- 
sities of  life.  All  not  so  occui)ied  to  lie  used  in  building,  improving 
and  maintaining  a system  of  jniblic  roads  throughout  the  State. 

"That  the  sale  of  goods  produced  by  the  exploitation  of  convicts 
under  the  contract  system,  in  competition  with  free  labor,  lie  prohibited. 

"Abolition  of  the  death  penalty,  and  of  every  form  of  punishment 
based  on  the  principle  of  revenge.” 

ARIZONA. 

Republican  Party. 

"We  deplore  and  condemn  the  iiolicy  of  the  Democratic  administra- 
tion of  Arizona,  in  releasing  after  short  periods  of  incarceration  convicts 
who  have  been  sentenced  for  long  terms  by  courts  and  juries  who  have 
examined  the  evidence  upon  which  convictions  were  had.  The  action  of 
the  Democratic  administration  weakens  the  weight  of  the  law,  and  the 
influence  of  such  released  convicts  upon  the  criminally  inclined  is  pernici- 
ous in  the  extreme.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
lease  system. 
State  use. 

Road  work. 
Prohibition  of 
sale  of  goods 
produced  under 
contract  sys= 
tern. 

Abolit  ion  of 
capital  punish= 
ment. 


Condemnati  o n 
of  policy  of 
shortening  sen= 
tences  of  con= 
victs. 


ARKANSAS. 

Democratic  Party. 

"The  board  for  the  management  of  jienitentiary  afifairs  should  be 
reorganized  and  selected  bv  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Governor  be 
vested  with  the  power  of  removal.” 


Reorganization 
of  Penitentiary 
Board. 


Socialist  Party. 

"Under  the  present  system  w'e  sentence  an  ofifender  to  prison  for 
theft,  then  the  state  itself  turns  thief  and  robs  the  convict  of  years  of 
hard  labor.  It  debases  and  dehumanizes  him.  It  brutalizes  him  and 
sends  him  from  the  prison  broken  in  health  and  spirit,  a physical  and 
moral  degenerate,  a pessimist  with  every  drop  of  his  blood  thirsting  for 
revenge  for  the  cruel  wrongs  he  has  suffered  at  the  hands  of  society.  In 
truth,  he  has  no  hope.  He  lias  lost  confidence  in  both  God  and  man. 
He  is  a w^andering  vagrant  w'ithout  opportunity  to  start  life  anew.  He 
is  fit  only  to  drift  back  into  the  channels  of  vice  and  crime. 

"The  whole  object  of  a prison  system  should  be  reformation  not 
punishment.  You  send  a married  man  to  prison,  and  by  thus  depriving 
his  wdfe  and  babies  of  support,  you  liave  inflicted  more  punishment  on 
his  wdfe  and  children,  outside  the  prison,  than  upon  the  husband  whose 


Reform  a t i o n 
through  Im* 
prisonment. 


All  platforms  not  otherwise  designated  are  of  1912. 
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The  Prisoner’  5 
earnin  g s f o : 
the  prisoner’; 
family. 


Abolit  ion  of 
lease  system. 


pliysical  wants  arc  jirovidcd  for.  but  lie  is  in  incntal  ag'ony  for  his  wife 
and  children  whom  the  State  thus  reduces  to  vagrancy. 

“We  hold  that  prisons  should  be  schools  of  instruction.  If  a man 
can  su])port  a wife  and  children  outside  a prison*  and,  in  addition,  make  a 
profit  for  a master,  he  can  support  them  inside  the  prison,  if  you  will 

allow  him  to  perform  useful  labor.” 

"The  whole  object  of  a prison  system  should  be  to  send  a convict 
from  prison  a better  man;  with  a trade  in  his  hands,  with  health,  energy, 
with  aspirations  and  liope  for  the  future,  with  a fair  chance  to  begin  life 
a new  ; so  that  he  may  become  an  honest  and  useful  member  of  society. 
“We  favor  a law  that  will  permit  every  convict  to  perform  productive 
labor,  the  full  proceeds,  less  cost  of  keep,  to  be  paid  over  to  him  with 
accumulated  interest  at  the  expiration  of  his  term;  and  in  the  case  of  a 
dei>endent  wife  or  children  to  be  paid  over  to  them  for  their  support. 
“Provided  no  convicts  are  used  at  piece  work. 

“Provided  that  the  lease  system  be  totally  abolished  in  state  and 

county  prisons.” 


CALIFORNIA. 

Democratic  Party. 


Develop  m e n t 
of  public  a(- 
count  system. 


“The  lute  ^Nlill  at  San  Quentin  prison  for  the  manufacture  of  grain 
bags  was  established  as  a protection  to  the  farmers  who  have  been  com- 
pelled by  a group  of  importers  to  pay  exorbitant  prices  for  Calcutta  bags. 
It  is  a notorious  fact  that  the  farmers  are  not  allowed  to  get  their  just 
share  of  the  outi>ut  of  the  bags  manufactured  at  San  Quentin  and  have 
been  at  the  merev  of  the  importers  who  this  y^'ar  compelled  them  to  pay 
excessive  prices  for  grain  bags.  \\  e protest  against  this  injustice  and 
demand  that  the  original  intent  of  the  law  be  rigidly  enforced  to  the  end 
that  the  farmer  may  purchase  said  bags  at  the  price  provided  by  law.” 


Progressive  Republican  Party. 


Reforma  t o r y 
for  first  of=* 
fenders. 
Industrial  Edii= 
cation. 


^‘The  laws  of  criminal  procedure  have  been  simplified:  a reforma- 
torv  for  first  offenders  is  assured  l>y  the  purchase  of  a site  therefor;  the 
prisons  have  been  made  self-supporting,  and  prisoners  are  being  taught 
useful  trades  without  injurious  competition  with  free  labor.” 


Single  Boai  d 
of  Control  ovi  r 
penal  and 
charitable  in** 
stitutions. 


COLORADO. 

Democratic  Party. 

“We  favor  the  creation  of  a single  board  of  control  and  manage- 
ment of  all  our  penal  and  charitable  institutions.  Experience  in  other 
states  has  demonstrated  that  such  a plan  promotes  efficiency,  economy 
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and  successful  administralion  of  these  institutions  by  centralizing  respon- 
sibility and  minimizing  expense  of  operation.  But  this  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  powers  of  present  boards  in  the  State  Home  for  Dependent 
Children,  Industrial  School  for  Girls,  Industrial  School  for  Boys  and 
State  Institutions  for  Mental  Defectives,  except  as  to  finances.  ’ 


Progressive  P.vrty. 

“The  application  of  the  earnings  of  prisoners  to  the  support  of  their 
dependent  families.” 


The  Prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Socialist  Party. 

“By  abolishing  the  brutal  exploitation  of  convict  labor  under  the 
contract  system,  and  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  goods  so  produced  in 
competition  with  free  labor.” 


Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Progressive  Party. 

“The  abolition  of  the  convict  contract  labor  system  in  our  jails 
and  prisons,  the  payment  of  the  market  rates  of  wages  for  convict  labor, 
the  payment  to  the  family  of  the  convict  of  all  excess  of  such  wages  over 
and  above  the  cost  of  maintaining  such  convict  and  the  use  of  labor 
products  in  state  institutions  as  far  as  possible.” 


Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 

State  use. 


Socialist  Party. 

“The  forbidding  of  the  transportation  within  the  State  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  convict  labor,  child  labor  and  all  uninspected  factories  and  mines.” 

“The  abolition  of  the  brutal  exploitation  of  convicts  under  the  con- 
tract system  and  the  organization  of  industries  in  the  penitentiary  and 
county  jails  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  convicts  and  their  dependents." 


Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the'  prisoner’s 
family. 


DELAWARE. 


Progressive  Party. 

“We  declare  our  purpose  to  be  state-wide  improvement,  including 
the  betterment  of  all  our  institutions  already  existing  and  the  creation  of 
new  ones  when  needed.” 


Crea  t i o n of 
needed  state 
institutions. 


Socialist  Party. 


"Abolition  of  the  death  penalty.  Criminals  to  be  treated  as  defectives 
or  victims  of  environment. 

“Abolition  of  the  barbarous  whipping  post. 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun- 
ishment. 
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Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 


"The  abolition  of  contract  system  at  the  workhouse  and  also  of  all 
workhouse  production  leavinj;^  the  state.” 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Socialist  Party. 

Prohibition  < f 

use  of  convi(  t “The  District  Govennnent  shall  not  purchase  nor  use  any  article 

made  goods.  made  by  convicts.” 


Fstablishmen 
of  state  pen  = 
tentiary. 

Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 

Public  works. 
The  Prisoner  s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner  s 
family. 

Industrial  edi  = 
cation. 


FLORIDA. 

Socialist  Party. 

"The  establishment  of  a State  penitentiary  and  the  abolishing  of  the 
contract  system  of  convict  labor.  Prisoners  should  be  employed  on 
public  improvements  in  such  a way  as  not  to  compete  with  union  wages 
and  union  hours,  and  a portion  of  their  wages  should  be  used  for  the 
support  of  their  dependent  families.” 

"An  industrial  school  for  convicts,  giving  them  an  industrial  educa- 
tion.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
Capital  PunisI  = 
ment. 

Abolit  ion  of 
chains  for  mi:  = 
demeanors. 


GEORGIA. 

Socialist  Platform  * 

“Abolition  of  capital  punishment. 

"Abolition  of  use  of  chains  on  misilemeanor  convicts  or  for  minor 
offences." 


IDAHO. 

1 )emocratic  [\\rty. 


Road  work. 

Abolit  ion  of 
lease  system. 


"W'e  favor  the  enactment  of  a law  proA'iding  for  the  working  of 
convicts  of  this  state  upon  state  and  county  roads  under  the  direct  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  public  authorities,  but  oppose  the  hiring  or 
leasing  of  such  convict  labor  to  private  parties.'’ 


Single  Board  ( f 
Control  over 
penal  and 
charitable  iii== 
stitutions. 


Progressive  Party. 

"dhe  placing  of  all  penal  and  charitable  institutions  under  the  man- 
agement of  one  board.” 

I\EPur>LiCAX  Party. 


Single  Board  < f 
Control  over 
penal  and 
charitable  iii= 
stitutions. 


"We  favor  the  creation  of  a State  Board  of  Control  for  all  state 
educational,  charitable,  penal  and  other  similar  institutions  to  the  end 
that  economy  and  efficiency  of  administration  and  supply  may  be  effected 
and  the  burden  of  taxation  thereby  reduced.” 
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ILLINOIS. 

Progressive  Party. 

“We  condemn  the  convict  contract  labor  system,  and  we  demand 
rhe  extension  of  the  system  of  prison  production  for  governmental  con- 
sumption only,  and  hold  that  the  prisoners’  labor  should  yield  support 

for  the  dependent  family.” 

“We  demand  a state  farm  for  confirmed  inebriates  and  other  similar 
delinquents,  and  a state  colony  for  epileptics  to  which  all  such  patients 
now  in  state  hospitals  and  county  poorhouses  should  be  removed.” 

INDIANA. 

Republican  Party. 

“We  favor  the  establishment  of  district  workhouses  for  misdemean- 
ants.” 

Socialist  Party. 

"W'e  demand  conservation  of  the  human  resources,  particularly  of 
the  lives  and  well-being  of  the  workers  and  their  families:  . . . 

“Bv  the  co-operative  organization  of  the  industries  of  the  federal 
penitentiaries  for  the  benefit  of  the  convicts  and  their  dependents.” 

IOWA. 

Democratic  Party. 

"W'e  are  opposed  to  the  contract  labor  system  as  now  maintained  in 
our  State  reformatories  as  being  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  labor.  We 
believe  that  the  labor  of  those  thus  confined  should  not  be  used  in  com- 
jietition  with  free  labor,  and  call  upon  the  legislature  of  our  state  to 
enact  such  legislation  as  will  prevent  this  unfair  competition.” 


Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 

State  use. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 

State  farm  for 
deli  n q u e n t s 
and  defectives. 


Workhouse  for 
misdemeanants 


Industries  in 
federal  prisons 
for  benefit  of 
prisoners  and 
their  families. 


Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 


Republican  Party. 

"We  are  opposed  to  the  contract  labor  system  existing  in  our  penal 
institutions  and  believe  that  the  same  should  be  abolished.  We  believe 
that  all  persons  confined  in  an  institution  as  a punishment  for  crime 
should  be  engaged  at  productive  labor,  and  that  a part  of  his  earnings 
should  go  to  the  support  of  his  dependents.” 


Abolit  ion  of 

contract 

system. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Socialist  Party. 
“Abolition  of  capital  punishment.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun- 
ishment. 
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Road  work. 


KANSAS. 

Democratic  Party. 


“The  enactment  of  a law  which  will  safeguard  all  labor  from  com- 
petition with  convict  labor,  and  as  far  as  possible  provide  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  inmates  of  penal  institutions  in  the  construction  of  highways.” 


Republican  Party. 


Elimination  i >f 
politics  f r o n 
penal  instit  i- 
tions. 


Road  work. 

The  prisoner 's 
earnings  f c r 
the  prisoner 's 
family. 


“The  Republican  administration  . . . has  taken  the  state  chari- 

table and  penal  institutions  out  of  politics  and  established  civil  service 
and  a merit  system  therein  that  is  a model  for  all  American  common- 
wealths.” 

“It  has  passed  laws  . . . providing  for  the  maintenance  at  the 

penitentiary  of  a state  asylum  for  the  criminal  insane”; 

“We  favor  . . . the  enactment  of  a law  to  safeguard  labor 

from  competition  with  convict  labor  at  Lansing  and  so  far  as  practicable 
to  provide  for  the  employment  of  the  inmates  in  constructing  highways, 
they  to  be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  various  counties,  the  wages  going 
to  their  dependent  families” ; 


Abolit  ion  of 
lease  system. 
Prohibition  i tf 
inter  s tate 
comm  e r c e in 
convict  = mat  e 
goods. 

The  prisoner  s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner  s 
family. 


Socialist  Party. 

“The  Socialist  Party  stands  for  the  aboliiion  of  the  contract  system 
of  leasing  convict  labor  and  the  sale  of  the  product  of  their  labor  in  com- 
petition with  free  labor.  We  demand  that  Congress  pass  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  transportation  of  the  products  of  contract  prison  labor,  and  of 
child  labor  in  factories,  in  inter-state  commeice. 

“We  contend  that  the  labor  of  the  convict  belongs  to  him  and  that 
society  has  no  right  to  confiscate  it,  but  that  its  value  should  be  turned 
over  to  him  or  his  dependents.” 


KENTUCKY. 


Democratic  Party.* 


Elimination  ( f 
politics  from 
management 
of  penal  in» 
stitution. 

A p p o intmer  t 
of  commissior  - 
ers  by  Gov- 
ernor anJ 
Senate. 


“We  favor  a change  in  the  present  method  of  selecting  the  Prison 
Commissioners  of  the  state,  and  the  removal  of  all  politics  from  the  man- 
agement of  our  penal  institutions.  While  commending  the  present  Board 
of  Prison  Commissioners  for  its  successful  management  of  the  institu- 
tions under  its  care,  we  recognize  that  the  system  of  election  by  the  legis- 
lature, under  which  they  are  elected,  is  unwise,  and  we  therefore  favor 
such  a change  as  will  place  their  appointments  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Senate,  or  some  other  method  such 
as  the  General  Assembly  may  provide.” 
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“We  demand  the  enactment  of  a law  providing  for  bi-partisan  con- 
trol of  penal  and  charitable  institutions,  and  for  the  abolition  of  contract 
convict  labor;  and  we  denounce  the  Board  of  Prison  Commissioners  in 
hiring  out  the  children  under  their  charge  at  the  Reform  School  for  the 
benefit  of  whose  morals  and  education  that  institution  was  originally 
established.” 


B i » p a r t isan 
Board  of 
Control. 

Abolit  ion  of 
contract  sys- 
tem. 


Socialist  Party.* 


“The  abolition  of  capital  punishment. 

“We  demand  the  abolition  of  the  present  convict  labor  system  obtain- 
ing at  our  state  penitentiary,  and  pledge  our  candidates,  if  elected,  to  the 
program  of  substituting  therefor  the  plan  of  not  competing  with  free 
labor,  and  confining  same  to  the  building  of,  and  improving  of  public 
roads,  and  in  the  production  of  food,  clothing  and  other  necessities  for 
the  inmates  of  public  state  institutions,  without  the  intervention  of  private 
contractors.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun- 
ishment. 

Road  work. 
State  use. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Democratic  Party.* 


“We  recommend  legislation  to  improve  the  administration  of  our 
state  charities  and  prisons ; to  protect  'first  offenders'  from  moral  con- 
tamination in  our  reformatories ; to  stop  all  competition  of  prison  labor 
with  free  labor;  to  abolish  the  commission-agent  method  of  selling  prison 
products  in  the  open  market,  and  limit  all  prison-made  goods  to  use  in 
the  state  institutions;  to  fix  a value  on  these  products  and  establish  a 
fund  to  help  discharged  prisoners  and  the  families  of  prisoners.” 


Reform  in  ad- 
ministration. 
State  use. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Democratic  Party. 


“Prison  and  Judicial  Reform.  We  denounce  the  practice  established 
in  this  state,  under  our  statutes,  of  sending  men  and  women  to  jail  merely 
because  they  cannot  pay  the  fine  prescribed  by  the  statute. 

“We  declare  that  jail  sentences  should  be  gives  only  in  cases  where 
the  offense  is  so  great  that  it  cannot  be  penalized  by  a fine,  and  that  in  all 
cases  wherein  the  ends  of  justice  may  be  met  by  the  payment  of  money, 
the  offender  shall  have  a reasonable  time  to  complete  that  payment.  Over 
11,000  men  and  women  went  to  jail  in  this  state  last  year,  not  for  crimes 
grave  enough  to  justify  a term  in  jail,  but  because  they  were  without 
funds  to  meet  the  fine  prescribed  by  statute  and  imposed  by  court.  We 
declare  that  justice  must  bear  equally  in  all. 

“We  demand  the  immediate  reorganization  of  our  jail,  prison  and 
reformatory  system,  to  the  end  that  detention  in  any  of  these  institutions 
shall  fit  the  offender  to  conform  to  the  law  upon  release.  The  existing 
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Abolition  of 
fine  system. 


Reform  of  pe- 
nal system. 


ratio  of  recoinmitments  proves  that  our  present  system  is  not  effective 
either  in  punishing  offenses  or  in  reforming  the  offender. 

'‘We  declare  in  favor  of  reasonable  prison  labor,  under  modern  and 
humane  conditions;  but  demand  that  the  prison  and  reformatory  indus- 
tries be  utilized  solely  to  furnish  products  to  State  and  other  public  insti- 
tutions, and  that  the  value  of  each  prisoner's  work  must  be  measured 
and  recompensed  in  full,  such  recompense  to  go  to  the  support  of  the 
prisoner's  dependent  family  and  to  establish  him  upon  his  release.” 

Progressive  Party. 

“Reform  of  our  penal  system  based  upon  no  less  stringent  but  more 
intelligent  humanitarian  principles,  including  the  assurance  that  the  pro- 
duct of  convict  labor  shall  not  compete  with  other  products,  and  that  the 
economic  value  of  a prisoner’s  output- shall  be  devoted  to  those  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support.” 

Socialist  Party. 

“Abolition  of  capital  punishment." 


MICHIGAN. 

Repurlican  Party. 

"We  favor  a comprehensive  investigation  of  all  state  institutions  by 
an  efficient  non-partisan  commission,  with  a \iew  to  learning  their  de- 
ficiencies and  devising  remedies  therefor  in  accordance  with  broad  and 
comprehensive  policies. 

"We  are  opposed  to  the  employment  of  prison  lalxu'  on  private  coi.i- 
tract. 

“We  favor  the  acquisition  of  prison  farms,  the  employment  thereon, 
in  the  open  air  and  under  healthful  surroundings,  of  the  greatest  possible 
number  of  prisoners,  in  the  production  so  far  as  possible  of  supplies  for 
the  general  state  institutions.'’ 


Socialist  Party. 

“The  abolition  of  corporal  punishment  and  contract  labor  in  the  state 
penal  institutions,  by  the  substitution  of  state  employment,  the  convicts  or 
their  dependents  receiving  the  full  social  value  of  their  service.” 


MISSOURI. 

Democratic  Party. 


j 


“We  deplore*  the  inefficiency  which  has  characterized  the  management 
of  many  of  our  eleemosynary,  penal  and  reformatory  institutions  during 
the  administration  of  the  present  Republican  Governor,  which  has  un- 
justly reflected  upon  the  good  name  and  humanitarian  spirit  of  our  people. 
The  Democratic  party  pledges  that  the  conduct  of  all  institutions  charged 
with  the  detention  of  unfortunates  shall  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past, 
under  Democratic  administration,  be  signalized  by  economical  adminis- 
tration, and  the  appointment  only  of  those  especially  fitted  for  the  duties 
inqiosed.  We  recommend  increased  facilities  in  our  reformatory  institu- 
tions for  industrial  training,  in  the  useful  arts,  of  persons  confined  therein. 
We  recommend  the  creation,  by  proper  legislation,  of  a board  of  pardons, 
and  paroles,  that  young  offenders  may  be  helped  toward  a better  citizen- 
ship.” 


Economy  in 

administra= 

tion. 

Proper  qualifi- 
cation of  em= 
ployes. 

Industrial  edu- 
cation. 

Board  of  Par- 
dons and 
Parole. 


Progressive  Party. 

“We  urge  that  the  counties  or  groups  of  counties  establisli  farm  Farm  for  mis- 
colonies  on  the  plan  of  the  Kansas  City  Municipal  Farm,  where  petty  demeanants. 
olTenders  may  be  given  reformatory  treatment.  ef  ormatorv 

“AT  advocate  the  immediate  cstaldishment  of  a Reformatory  for  for  first  of= 
first  oft'enders  on  the  plan  of  the  Elmira  New  York  Reformatory,  where  fenders, 
trade  training  and  proper  education  may  be  given  offenders  susceptible  industrial  edu= 
of  reformation.”  cation. 


Republican  Party. 


“We  are  in  favor  of  every  possible  improvement  which  will  raise 
the  standard  of  the  State’s  eleemosynary,  penal  and  reformatory  institu- 
tions. The  capacity  of  some  of  these  institutions  is  now  over-taxed,  and 
liberal  ajipropriations  should  be  made  for  an  increase  of  accommodations 
therein,  and  to  enable  them  to  be  conducted  more  in  accordance  wdth 
modern  scientific  methods.” 

“We  reaffirm  our  declarations  of  four  years  ago  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a State  Reformatory  for  youthful  offenders,  wdiere  they  may  be 
given  a proper  measure  of  general  industrial  education  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  thereby  become  useful  citizens,  and  we  advocate  that  immediate 
ste])s  be  taken  to  separate  hardened  criminals  from  the  first  offenders  in 
our  penal  institutions,  and  that  a pardoning  board  be  created  with  full 
power  to  investigate  and  report  on  every  applicant  for  clemency  and 
cliarged  with  the  duty  of  assisting  released  convicts  in  the  securing  of 
honest  employment.” 


Appropriations 
for  improve- 
ment  of  insti= 
tutions. 


R e f o rmatory 
for  first  of= 
fenders. 


Industrial  edu= 
cation. 


Board  of  Par= 
dons. 
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Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun= 
ishment. 

Abolit  ion  of 
fine  system. 


Abolit  ion  o i 
capital  pun= 
ishment. 


State  suppon 
for  the  prison 
er’s  family. 


Abolit  ion  o 
profit  system. 
Outdoor  work. 
Union  wage. 
The  prisoner’; 
earnings  f o ■ 
the  prisoner’:, 
family. 


Single  B o a r W 
of  Control  ove  * 
state  penal  ani  I 
charitable  in  > 
stitutions. 

Abolit  ion  of 
contract  sys  * 
tern. 

Farm  work. 

Industrial  edu* 
cation. 

The  prisoner’ ; 
earnings  f o ' 
the  prisoner’ » 
family. 


Socialist  Party. 

‘‘Abolition  of  capital  punishment;  also  abolition  of  money  fines  in 
criminal  cases.  Compensation  for  damages  caused  by  unjust  arrest  and 
imprisonment.” 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Socialist  Party. 

"Abolition  of  capital  punishment.” 


MONTANA. 

Progressive  Party. 

"We  favor  a law  to  provide  for  the  partial  support  of  women,  when 
a husband  is  dead,  a convict,  insane,  or  constitutionally  unfit  to  provide 
for  his  family,  when  such  women  are  mothers  of  children  under  sixteen 

years  of  age.” 

Socialist  Party, 

"By  the  abolition  of  the  profit  system  in  the  state  penitentiary,  and 
the  employment  of  the  convicts  in  useful  out-of-door  labor;  the  convicts 
to  be  credited  with  wages  earned  at  the  prevailing  union  scale,  and  this 
amount,  less  the  actual  cost  of  maintenance,  to  be  paid  at  stated  intervals 
to  his  or  her  dependent  family,  or  in  case  there  is  no  family,  to  him  or 
her  on  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  confinement.” 


NEBRASKA. 

Democratic  Party. 

"We  favor  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  constitutional  amendment 
providing  for  a board  of  control  for  the  government  of  state  institutions 
and  we  promise  that  the  democratic  governor  will  appoint  as  members 
of  the  state  board  men  upon  whose  integrity  and  capability  the  people 
may  rely  for  economical  and  business-like  conduct  of  all  the  afifairs  of 
the  state  institutions. 

“Prison  reform  with  the  abolition  of  the  prison  contract,  the  estab- 
lishment of  a binding  twine  factory  for  the  more  desperate  men  and  the 
purchase  of  a large  farm  for  the  training  in  agriculture,  horticulture  and 
manual  training  of  those  prisoners  who  are  willing  to  be  helped  to  an 
improved  view  of  life. 

“The  dependent  wives  and  children  of  the  inmates  of  the  state  prison 
should  not  be  deprived  entirely  of  a father’s  or  husband’s  earning  power ; 
but  a certain  portion  of  the  regular  hire,  as  well  as  overtime  earnings,  of 
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the  prisoner  having  a mother,  wife  or  child  dependent  upon  his  labor 
should  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  those  innocent  people.” 


Socialist  Party. 

"Convict  labor  to  be  paid  for  at  the  same  rate  of  wages  paid  union 
laljor  for  the  same  kind  of  work  at  nearest  point  to  prison,  said  wages 
to  he  paid  to  the  prisoner  or  his  family.” 


Union  wage. 
The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


NEVADA. 

Socialist  Party. 

“We  demand  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun= 
ishment. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Democratic  Party. 

“Abolition  of  contract  system  of  prison  labor  and  provision  for  per- 
sons dependent  on  prisoner  out  of  his  earnings. 


Abolit  ion  of 
contract  sys= 
tern. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Progressive  Party. 

“The  application  of  prisoners’  earnings  to  the  support  of  their  de- 
pendent families.” 


The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


! 
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NEW  JERSEY. 

Democratic  Platform  * 


“We  favor  the  immediate  reorganization  of  the  administration  of  Reform  in 
the  benevolent  and  correctional  institutions  of  the  State  upon  a plan  management  of 
similar  to  that  by  which  the  administration  of  the  public  school  system 
of  the  State  was  reorganized  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.” 


Democratic  Party. 

“We  declare  as  one  of  the  party  achievements,  in  two  years  of  Demo- 
cratic administration  under  Governor  Wilson,  the  enactment  of  an  act 
abolishing  contract  labor  in  penal  institutions  and  providing  for  a state 

use  system.” 


End  orsement 
of  act  aboHsh- 
i n g contract 
system  and  es= 
tablishing  state 
use. 


*1911 
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NEW  MEXICO. 


State  use. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  foi 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Progressive  Party. 

"The  abolition  of  the  convict  contract  labor  system;  substituting  a 
system  of  prison  production  for  governmental  consumption  only;  and  the 
application  of  prisoners’  earnings  to  the  support  of  their  dependent 
families.” 


The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


NEW  YORK. 

Progressive  Party. 

"The  application  of  prisoners'  earnings  to  the  support  of  their  de- 
pendent families.” 


Appr  oval  of 
abolition  of 
contract 
system. 


Rkpghlican  Party. 

"Republican  rule  in  this  State  from  1894  to  1910  furnishes  a record 
of  unparalleled  advance,  including  salutary  laws  upon  the  following  sub- 
jects:  abolition  of  contract  labor  in  prisons: ” 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun= 
ishment. 


Socialist  Party. 

"Abolition  of  the  death  penalty.  Criminals  to  be  treated  as  de- 
fectives and  victims  of  environment.” 


Public  works. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Progressive  Party. 

"Our  penal  institutions  should  be  corrective  and  reformatory  in  their 
purpose.  Prisoners  should  be  treated  humantdy.  Murder  is  murder, 
whether  committed  by  a prison  guard  or  other  person  and  discipline  is 
not  dependent  upon  severity.  The  parole  system  should  be  introduced 
and  liberally  granted  to  prisoners.  Convicts  should  be  employed  only  on 
public  works  and  roads.  Society  derives  no  economic  benefit  when  it 
imprisons  the  citizen,  whatever  his  crime,  and  ])Ockets  the  profits  of  his 
labor.  The  profit  derived  by  the  county  or  state  from  the  labor  of  con- 
victs falls  on  the  innocent  wife,  child  or  othei>.  whom  the  convict  may 
have  supported.  We,  therefore,  advocate  the  passage  of  a law  requiring 
the  state  or  county  to  pay  to  the  family  of  the  convict  all  income  derived 
from  his  labor,  at  a fair  compensation,  over  and  above  his  necessary  sup- 
port while  confined,  and  laws  which  will  put  into  practice  such  training 
as  will  better  fit  the  convict  for  citizenship  when  discharged.  This  is 
enlightened  social  justice,” 


IQ 


Socialist  Party. 


"We  oppose  the  leasing  out  of  convicts  to  work  in  factories,  mines 
or  on  roads  in  competition  with  non-convict  labor.  All  prison-made 
goods  shall  be  so  designated;  and  that  all  county  convicts,  whether  of 
county,  city  or  state,  when  at  work  be  paid  the  wages  paid  free  labor  for 
such  work,  less  the  cost  of  their  maintenance ; that  the  remainder  be  paid 
their  families  or  dependents,  but  if  without  dependents  or  families  it  be 
paid  to  them  upon  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  imprisonment,  or  be 
expended  for  their  comfort  during  confinement,  as  they  may  elect.” 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Progressive  Par'IA'. 

"M'e  heartily  endorse  the  platform  and  principles  adopted  by  the 
Progressive  convention  at  Chicago.” 


Republican  Party. 

"We  believe  that  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  should  be 
safeguarded  by  providing  for  the  presence  of  a representative  of  the  pub- 
lic at  hearings  before  the  P>oard  and  requesting  sufiicient  notice  to  the 
community  wherein  a crime  was  committed  and  an  opportunity  for  all 

«p 

persons  interested  to  be  heard  before  application  for  pardon  shall  be 
granted.” 

Socialist  Party. 

'‘The  organization  of  the  industries  in  the  penitentiary  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  the  convicts  and  their  dependents.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
lease  system. 
Bran  ding  of 
prison=made 
goods. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 

Abolit  ion  of 
contract  sys= 
tern. 

State  use. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Public  hear= 
ings  before 
pardons  are 
granted. 


The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


OHIO. 


Democra'iic  Party. 

‘‘The  control  of  the  institutions  of  the  state,  long  a source  of  public 
scandal,  inefficiency,  and  divided  responsibility,  has  been  committed  to  a 
central  board  of  administration  in  accordance  with  the  modern  principles 
of  economic  and  efficient  business  management.” 

“Continuation  of  the  reform  in  the  conduct  of  the  state's  penal  insti- 
tutions, which  has  been  inaugurated.  Abandonment  of  the  present  prison 
system.  A new  penitentiary  should  be  built  and  conducted  upon  plans 
drawn  in  accordance  with  the  modern  thought  on  this  subject;  making 
the  regeneration  of  prisoners  the  aim  of  the  state.” 


E n d o rsement 
of  single  board 
of  control  over 
state  penal  and 
charitable  in= 
stitutions. 

N e \v  peniten- 
tiary, conduct- 
ed according  to 
modern  meth= 
ods. 
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Abolit  ion  c f 
sweatshop  i i- 
dustries  in  se  > 
tarian  instil 
lions. 

Industrial  edu- 
cation for  d 
linquents. 


Socialist  Party. 

"That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  juvenile  courts  be  so  corrected,  modified 
and  restricted  that  delinquent  girls  brought  before  such  courts  be  humane- 
ly treated  from  a corrective  and  modern  view  point,  and  that  such  de- 
linquents be  not  condemned  to  practical  and  demoralizing  imprisonment 
in  sectarian  institutions  wherein  sweatshops,  laundries  and  other  in- 
dustries are  conducted  for  profit,  and  that  the  state  immediately  furnish 
modern  and  humane  and  industriaj  homes  for  the  mental  and  moral  edu- 
cation and  the  upliftment  of  such  unfortunates/’ 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun= 
isfiment. 


OKLAHOMA. 

Socialist  Party. 

The  Socialist  Party  of  Oklahoma  is  unalterably  opposed  to  capital 
punishment  and  stigmatizes  the  death  penalty  as  a barbarous  relic  of  the 
Middle  Ages/' 


State  use. 

The  prisoner  s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner  s 
family. 


E n d o rsemer  t 
of  Board  of 
Control. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Progressive  Party. 

Prison  labor  for  State  supplies,  and  a proper  percentage  of  prison- 
ers’ net  earnings  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  their  dependent  families/’ 

Republican  Party. 

% 

"In  addition  it  has  established  a Board  of  Control  and  Supply, 
which  in  general  has  charge  of  purchasing  various  commodities  used  in 
State  institutions.  Such  a board  has  already  been  of  exceptional  service.'* 


Abolit  ion  of 
lease  system. 

E m p I oymen  t 
under  state 
control. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Socialist  Party. 

“The  abolition  of  the  convict  leasing  system  and  the  emplovment  of 
prisoners  directly  by  the  State  within  the  walls  of  their  respective  jirisons. 
All  prison-made  goods  sold  in  this  State  to  be  plainly  labelled  ‘Prison- 
Made/  with  the  name  of  the  institution  in  which  they  were  manufactured.'* 

TENNESSEE. 

Democratic  Party. 

"We  favor  and  instruct  for  a properly  safeguarded  system  for  the 
parole  of  convicts  to  the  end  that  hope  may  enter  behind  prison  walls, 
and  that  the  truly  reformed  prisoner  may,  with  all  proper  safeguards  and 
limitations,  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a limited  freedom,  and  work  for  the 
helpless  ones  dependent  upon  him.” 


“We  favor  and  instruct  for  the  renovation  and  reformation  of  prison 
methods  along  the  lines  of  modern  thought  and  humanitarianism ; and 
to  this  end  we  declare  in  favor  of  the  creation  and  the  maintenance  of  a 
state  reformatory  for  youthful  criminals,  to  the  end  that  good  citizenship 
may  be  fostered  and  the  reformation  of  character  encouraged  and  made 
possible.” 

“We  favor  the  working  of  short-term  convicts  upon  the  public  roads 
of  the  state  to  prevent  their  competition  with  free  labor  and  for  the  im- 
jirovement  of  public  roads.” 


R e f o rmatory 
for  first  of= 
fenders. 


Road  work. 


Progressive  Party. 

“We  favor  abandoning  on  January  i,  1914.  the  working  of  convicts 
in  mines,  and  urge  that  all  disabled  convicts  be  kept  within  the  walls  of 
the  main  penitentiary  in  the  least  possible  competition  with  free  labor, 
and  that  all  able-bodied  convicts  shall  be  put  to  building  the  public  roads, 
and  we  favor  the  appropriation  of  the  money  to  carry  out  these  laws.” 
“We  will  not  support  any  candidate  for  the  Legislature  wlio  is  not 
jdedged  to  this  and  other  progressive  policies;  and  we  will  not  support 
any  candidate  for  the  Legislature  who  is  so  devoid  of  manhood  as  to 
enter  his  party  caucus  and  submit  to  being  tagged,  numbered  and  muzzled 
bv  high  officials  and  party  managers  controlled  by  the  special  interests.” 
"M'e  favor  the  repeal  of  the  law  creating  a penitentiary  commission 
and  favor  the  placing  of  the  management  of  the  penitentiary  in  the  hands 
of  a Superintendent  of  Prisons,  elected  by  the  people,  thus  placing  the 
responsibility  where  it  should  be,  and  save  to  the  State  the  needless  ex- 
pense of  such  ])olitical  sinecures,  and  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  know 

where  the  responsibility  lies.  We  would  advocate  enlightened,  humane 

% 

and  progressive  reform  in  the  care  and  management  on  modern  scientific 
lines  of  all  the  penal  institutions  in  the  State.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
mine  work. 


Road  work. 


State  Superin- 
tendent of 
prisons. 


Republican  Party. 

“The  prison  system  of  Tennessee  should  be  under  the  management 
of  a bi-partisan  board,  and  the  subordinate  officials  and  employes  should 
be  placed  under  the  civil  service  by  a law  enacted  for  that  purpose,  pro- 
viding, not  for  life  tenure,  but  for  periodical  examinations. 

“\\T  strongly  endorse  the  great  work  done  by  the  administration  of 
(lev.  Hooper  for  the  reformation  of  the  prison  system  of  this  State. 
While  the  management  of  the  prisons  has  been  successful  from  a business 
standpoint,  it  has  placed  the  man  above  the  dollar  and  introduced  humani- 
tarian methods  in  the  care  of  the  prisoners.  Pie  has  revived  the  use  of 
the  juvenile  parole  system  for  adult  convicts  based  upon  the  old  and 
unused  conditional  pardon  law. 

“The  night  school  for  prisoners  has  been  established  and  several 
hundred  men  and  boys  are  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  an  education.  As 


Reorganization 
of  Board  of 
Control. 

Civil  service 
for  prison  em= 
ployes. 
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Farm  work. 


Indeterminate 

sentence. 


The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


a further  aid  in  this  direction,  a prison  library  has  been  provided  accord- 
ing to  law. 

‘‘Stripes  have  been  removed  from  convicts,  except  as  a means  of 
punishment  for  low  grade  prisoners. 

“Corporal  punishment  has  been  diminished,  the  abuse  of  prisoners 
by  drunken  guards  discontinued,  and  prison  discipline  greatly  improved. 

“These  and  numerous  other  measures  introduced  since  the  change 
of  administration  July  i,  1911,  will  restore  many  men  to  good  citizenship 
and  greatly  benefit  the  State  morally  and  financially. 

“We  commend  the  plan  of  the  Governor  to  establish  a tubercular 
hospital  for  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  and  endorse  legislation  for  this 
purpose,  if  it  is  found  necessary. 

“We  approve  of  the  announced  purpose  of  the  present  administra- 
tion to  utilize  a greater  number  of  the  convicts  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
large  State  farm  at  the  main  prison.  This  cliaracter  of  work  will  be 
better  for  the  prisoners,  will  enable  the  prison  to  supply  its  own  vege- 
tables and  canned  goods  and  will  diminish  hurtful  competition  with  free 
labor. 

“The  indeterminate  sentence  law  and  a general  parole  system,  so 
strongly  advocated  by  Governor  Hooper,  should  be  enacted  by  the  next 
General  Assembly.  This  legislation  is  in  line  with  the  best  modern 
thought  on  this  subject,  and  Tennessee  should  not  continue  to  lag  behind 
other  enlightened  States  in  the  matter  of  penal  reform. 

“We  also  endorse  the  plan  advocated  by  the  Governor  of  devoting  a 
part  of  the  earnings  of  the  convict  to  the  care  and  maintenance  of  those 
dependent  upon  him  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  become  charges  upon 
public  charity  or  be  driven  into  crime,  as  the  result  of  poverty  and  neg- 
lect.” 


Abolit  ion  of 
capital  pun- 
ishment. 


Socialist  Party. 
“The  abolishment  of  capital  punishment.” 


TEXAS. 


Democratic  Party. 


Economy  in 
management. 


“The  new  Penitentiary  Law  imposes  an  extra  burden  of  expense  in 
the  way  of  management  of  approximately  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  we  favor  a revision  of  the  statutes  so  as  to  eliminate 
such  unnecessary  expense.” 

“We  further  favor  the  passage  of  an  act  making  it  a penal  offense 
for  any  person  to  aid  or  abet  or  encourage  a mutiny  amongst  the  prison- 
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Republican  Party. 


“We  do  not  believe  that  free  labor  should  compete  with  convict 
labor,  and  we  therefore  favor  the  use  of  the  convict  in  the  betterment  of 
the  public  roads,  rather  than  on  the  farm,  in  the  factory  or  in  the  mine.’ 


Socialist  Party. 


“Humane  and  scientific  treatment  of  the  inmates  of  the  state  peni- 
tentiaries ; all  the  value  of  their  labor  above  an  economical  cost  of  main- 
tenance to  go  to  their  families  or  dependents.’  ’ 


UTAH. 

Democr.atic  Party. 

“We  favor  the  appointment  of  women  on  state  boards  for  the  in- 
dustrial school,  mental  hospital,  health  commission,  school  for  the  deaf, 
dumb  and  blind,  education  and  the  State’s  prison,  and  as  Hore  and  fac- 
tory inspectors  in  connection  with  the  bureau  of  immigration,  labor  and 
statistics,  believing  that  their  interest  and  influence  in  all  institutions  and 
departments  of  correction,  education  sanitation  and  charity  uill  be  highly 

benefical.” 

Progressive  Party. 

“We  pledge  ourselves  to  work  unceasingly  for  tbe  application  of 
prisoners’  earnings  to  the  support  of  their  dependent  families  and  of  the 
dependent  families  of  their  victims.” 

Republican  Party. 

“The  employment  of  the  convicts  on  the  public  highways  has  been  an 
ideal  means  of  prison  discipline  and  has  assisted  the  construction  of 
good  roads  without  injury  to  private  labor.  ^ 

Socialist  Party. 

“The  abolition  of  convict  labor  on  public  works  whenever  it  comes 
in  competition  with  free  labor.” 


VERMONT. 

Republican  Party. 

“The  last  reasonable  effort  should  be  made  to  reclaim  and  reform 
wrongdoers  before  consigning  them  to  the  hopelessly  criminal  class.  Re- 
cent legislation  administered  by  sympathetic  and  high-minded  officials,  is 
giving  Vermont  a Nation-wide  reputation  for  enlightened  modern  meth- 


Road  work. 


The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Women  on 
Board  of  Con- 
trol. 


The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Road  work. 


Protection  o f 
free  labor. 


State  farm  for 
first  offenders. 
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Road  work. 


Abolit  ion  o 
contract  sys- 
tem. 


Road  work. 


Protection  o f 
free  labor. 


Road  work. 

Reduction  o f 
sentence  for 
good  con- 
duct . 


ods  in  dealing  with  petty  offenders.  The  good  accomplished  encourages 
faith  in  their  continuance  and  the  widening  of  their  scope.  There  should 
be  a State  Detention  Farm  or  other  asylum  of  the  kind  for  those  whose 
offences  are  slight  and  infrequent,  where  good  inlluenccs  may  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  them.  A similar  institution  is  needed  for  children  deprived 
of  homes,  whose  waywardness  results  from  the  lack  of  proper  parental 
care  and  direction.  The  State  owes  a solemn  duty  to  itself  in  these  mat- 
ters, to  the  end  that  crime  may  be  prevented,  our  jails,  prisons,  asylums 

and  almshouses  relieved,  and  men,  women  and  children  saved  to  lives  of 
usefulness.” 


VIRGINIA. 

Republic.vn  Party.* 

“We  are  opposed  to  the  employment  of  convict  labor  when  it  comes 
m competition  with  honest  labor.  If  placed  in  power  we  pledge  ourselves 
to^  work  the  convicts,  now  employed  in  the  penitentiary  in  competition 
with  free  labor,  on  the  public  roads  of  the  state.” 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Democratic  Party. 

Ihe  manufacture  of  common  articles  of  commerce  by  convict  labor. 
U low  wages,  within  the  penitentiary,  does  not  provide  employment  for 
lie  convicts  under  the  best  conditions,  or  produce  lower  prices  to  the  con- 
mming  public,  while  it  subjects  outside  labor  and  capital  to  unfair  com- 
letition.  We  are  opposed  to  the  present  system  of  convict  labor  in  this 
>tate;  and  favor  abolishing  the  same  and  using  said  convict  labor  in  the 
•onstruction  of  a good  roads  system  in  this  state  and  in  such  other  lines 
)f  work  as  will  not  compete  with  the  labor  of  this  state.  ” 


Progressive  Platform. 

“W  e are  opposed  to  convict  labor  being  brought  into  competition 
■nth  the  rights  of  workingmen,  and  we  are  opposed  to  placing  articles 
1 lanufactured  by  convict  labor  in  competition  with  articles  manufactured 
I y concerns  carrying  on  a legitimate  business. 

W e believe  that  convicts  should  be  employed  in  improving  the  pub- 
1 c highways  of  the  state,  and  that  convicts  should  be  given  credit  for 
\ ork  and  good  conduct  while  engaged  in  the  public  service,  and  that  the 
; entence  of  all  such  should  be  reduced  and  their  citizenship  restored  when 
t le  same  shall  have  been  purchased  by  merit.” 


* 
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Republican  Party. 

“The  State  Board  of  Control,  another  of  the  great  enactments  of  the 
Republican  Party  has  taken  the  public  institutions  of  the  State  out  of 
politics,  and  while  it  has  largely  decreased  the  cost  of  running  these  in- 
stitutions, it  has.  at  the  same  time  greatly  increased  their  efficiency.” 

WISCONSIN. 

Republican  Party. 

‘^To  the  end  that  the  state  prison  may  be  made  self  supporting  and 
that  prisoners  mav  be  employed  at  labor  which  shall  make  it  possible  to 
secure  profitable  employment  when  they  are  released,  we  pledge  the  abo- 
Htion  of  the  system  of  prison  contract  labor,  and  the  substitution  there- 
fore of  a system  of  prison  production  for  state  and  municipal  consump- 
tion, the  employment  of  convicts  on  highways  and  at  such  other  employ- 
ment in  diversified  industries  as  shall  not  injuriously  conflict  with  free 
labor,  and  finally  the  application  of  a part  of  the  prisoners'  earnings  to 
the  support  of  their  families.” 

WYOMING. 

Democratic  Party. 

*‘We  favor  the  enactment  of  legislation  requiring  the  labeling  of  con- 
vict-made goods."' 


Ap  p r o V a 1 of 
Board  of  Con- 
trol. 


Abolit  ion  of 
contract  labor. 
State  use. 

Road  work. 

The  prisoner’s 
earnings  for 
the  prisoner’s 
family. 


Brand  ing  of 

convict=made 

goods. 


Rpcortls  could  not  be  obtained  either  from  official  or  private  sources  of  the  platforms 
adopted  by  the  following  parties: 

1011—Mississippi.  Democratic,  Republican.  Socialist  : South  Carolina,  Democratic,  Repuldi- 
can,  Socialist  ; Virginia,  Democratic,  Socialist. 

1912— Arkansas,  Republican:  Kansas,  rrogressiye;  ^lississippi  Piw^^^ 


Wa sh  1 n gton , Demoern tic. 
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